Thrombin induces endothelium-dependent relaxation of pig coronary arteries.
At nanomolar concentrations, the proteolytic enzyme thrombin caused a reversible concentration-dependent relaxation of PGF2 alpha-precontracted pig coronary artery ring segments with intact endothelium. After mechanical removal of the endothelium both thrombin- and bradykinin-induced relaxation disappeared. The thrombin-induced relaxation was inhibited by the tightbinding inhibitor hirudin in a concentration-dependent manner.